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GCA’s Key Connections: Member Profile 
Jodie Ramsay and Julie Schroer, Co-owners 
Jean’s The Right Plant Place, Perham, MN 
 

Passion for Perennials Turns Into Garden Center Ownership 
 
Located in the small, quaint town of Perham, MN, Jean’s The Right 
Plant Place boasts that “we’re worth the drive,” as the staff estimates 
that about half of their customer base visits the store from out of town. 
“We’re trying to appeal to all gardeners,” says Jodie Ramsay, Co-
owner. “We market ourselves as whether you’re a novice or a pro, we 
have the plants for you.”  
 
Jean’s is known for their wide selection of perennials – they carry over 
1,300 varieties – as well as bedding plants, hanging baskets, hostas, 
daylilies, ornamental trees and more.  
 
The garden center is open seven days a week from May 1 to October 
1, depending on the weather, and during the off-season, Co-owners 
Jodie Ramsay and Julie Schroer work full-time teaching biology to 
students at Northern State University.  

 
Jodie and Julie have a long history with Jean’s – they worked for the original owners while 
they were in college and graduate school. They developed a passion for plants, especially 
perennials, while working for Jean, and when the time came for the owner to retire, she 
looked to Jodie and Julie to take the reigns.  
 
And that’s exactly what they did; they just couldn’t say no to Jean. Jodie and Julie purchased 
the garden center, which is located on a residential lot, in 2004, and they expanded the 
store’s offerings, including the addition of the numerous different perennial varieties. 
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“There’s just so many things to love about perennials,” Jodie says. “We just think they’re so 
easy to grow, and they’re low-maintenance with a lot of color.” 
 
When Jodie and Julie were seeking more inspiration on what to offer at their store, they joined 
Garden Centers of America in 2014. “We started receiving IGC Magazine, and we decided to 
join the independent-focused organization,” Jodie says. “We went on the GCA Summer Tour 
to San Francisco last year, and it was a really fun, great experience.” 
 
They picked up some unique display, signage and service ideas that they plan to incorporate 
into their own store. “One of the things we really liked was a button for new hires that said, ‘Be 
patient. I’m new here.’”  
 

 
Jodie continues, “Some of the displays had creative signage, things 
like ‘Smell Me,’ placed next to herbs or other plants that really just 
draws your eye to that display. We picked up other unique display 
items, such as using a window frame to showcase hanging baskets.” 
 
They recognize the other benefits of GCA membership, in addition to 
touring other garden centers. “We really enjoy reading the GCA 
Member Profiles to learn how these businesses got started, their 
histories, what kind of products and trends they sell, what kind of 
markets they’re in,” Jodie says. “I think any forum to get new ideas 
from is really helpful. We’re located in a small town, and we don’t get 
to network a lot, so doing that through e-mail communication or 
newsletters is pretty helpful.” 
 
Carrying on the Brand 

 
Jean’s The Right Plant Place has evolved since Jean started the business in 1992. But one 
thing that has remained the same is the name – Jodie and Julie are natives of Perham, and 
the garden center was well-known to residents under that name, so they thought they better 
keep it to carry on the brand recognition. 
 
The first year Jodie and Julie operated the garden center, they were 
without a gift shop; the blue house on the property was rented out to 
different owners and operated as Annie’s Gifts. Then, when those 
owners decided to sell the business in 2005, Jodie and Julie jumped 
at the opportunity.  
 
They expanded their offerings once more to include gardening 
related gifts and supplies. They made that house their gift shop, 
containing tools, books, statuary, stakes, garden flags, memorial 
stones and fairy garden miniatures.  
 
The plant and gift departments weren’t the only departments they 
expanded – Jodie and Julie started offering educational workshops 
as an effort to expand their community outreach. “A workshop 
invites people to the store where they can spend the whole day 
shopping and learning,” says Jodie.  
 
The classes are organized by the store’s manager and are held on Wednesday evenings 
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during the summer. “Every class is very hands-on. At the end of every workshop, they get to 
take home their project.” 
 
Jodie and Julie send two of their staff members to gardening classes outside of the garden 
center to get ideas for their own store. They take advantage of their membership in the 
Minnesota State Horticultural Society, traveling to different cities to attend different classes. “If 

they try it out on their own and it works out, we develop it 
into a bigger class,” Jodie says. 
 
Their staff includes a diverse mix of students, teachers, 
retirees and seasonal workers who all have practical 
gardening knowledge from tending their own personal 
gardens. “We have the staff who is experienced,” Jodie 
says. “They’re all gardeners. Many of them have worked 
here for a long time.” 

 
 


