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GCA’s Key Connections: Member Profile 
Rhonda Lowe, Owner 
Rock City Gardens, Wabasso, FL 
 

Community Ties Make Rock City Gardens Strong Gardening Force 
 

Pristinely landscaped grounds of lush tropical foliage and natural 
Florida beauty create the 7-acre garden oasis just north of Vero 
Beach that the locals know and love as Rock City Gardens - some 
even call it the “secret garden.” Owned by husband and wife Thomas 
and Rhonda Lowe since 1983, Rock City is an active force in the 
Vero Beach community, sponsoring and hosting numerous benefits 
for non-profit organizations. And the community’s seasonal 
beachside and barrier island residents, as well as the permanent 
residents, are taking notice. 
	  
Over three decades ago, the Lowes entered into a partnership with 

Ed Chapin, purchasing half the nursery under the agreement that after three years, they 
had the choice of a refund or purchasing the entire property. 
	  
After they decided to purchase Rock City, the Lowes have steadily been making 
updates to the retail store and property, renovating their way into the hearts of the 
customers and establishing their store as the community’s garden experts. 
	  
The business has grown beyond the retail store to include a landscape division, a lawn 
maintenance division, a hardscape division, a container-scape division, and an interior 
and container maintenance division. “We offer a pretty wide scope of services,” Rhonda 
says. 
	  

	  
 
They grow all their own annuals, which are used in landscape jobs and planted all 
throughout the nursery - even along the frontage space bordering Highway 1. They 
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carry all of the common plants that customers shop for, but they also try to specialize in 
the more unique, unusual plants that can’t be found in most other garden centers. 
“We’re always searching for that unique hybrid or variety,” she says. 
	  
Several greenhouses and a large flower house - a recent addition to the property - 
serve as Rock City’s growing facilities, where they also grow perennials, herbs and 
other plants. 
	  
The garden boutique - equipped with a wraparound porch that overflows with pottery, 
statuary and fountains - houses unusual decorative accessories for the home. “In the 
last few years, we’ve brought in items that anyone who walks in here could afford to 
purchase,” Rhonda says. 

 
Other major renovations and additions to the business 
include a several acre pond with a viewing platform (a 
great place for events), a new parking lot, new 
entrances at each lot, an endless waterfall, an outdoor 
checkout area, and an outdoor living and hardscape 
area - a major improvement that was implemented 
after the general manager came on board and started 
the hardscape division. Pavers, a fire pit, a fireplace 
and an outdoor kitchen set the scene in the outdoor 
living area. 

	  
Outdoor furniture is another area the Lowes have considered branching out to, which 
they saw plenty of on the 2015 GCA Summer Tour Milwaukee. “The tour was just 
wonderful,” Rhonda says. “You always get new ideas from every nursery you visit.” In 
2010, Rock City Gardens was even a featured destination when the GCA Summer Tour 
traveled to Orlando, FL. 
	  
Rhonda explained they’ve also been researching store layouts, signage and the best 
ways to display hanging baskets. “We got several ideas for those categories from the 
stores on the Milwaukee tour,” she says. She admits that talking with the destinations’ 
owners, managers and other staff has been helpful, especially since everyone is so 
willing to share. 
	  
“Everyone is so willing to talk about their experiences and what worked for them,” 
Rhonda says. “There’s a real camaraderie in GCA. It’s a nice, secure feeling to know 
that if you have a problem, there’s someone you can turn to that has probably 
experienced some of the same problems.” 
 
	  
Serving the Community 
	  
Rock City is a hub for community events in Vero Beach 
- the store serves as the venue for many special parties 
and functions. “Every year, we host the Indian River 
Land Trust fundraiser - this will be our 13th year 
hosting it - and it brings in about 500 people,” Rhonda 
says. “It’s a huge event that kicks off the season. 
People really look forward to this fundraiser.” 
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Other special events, such as weddings, Chamber of Commerce meetings and 
fundraisers for organizations like Healthy Start, turn Rock City into a friendly community 
meeting place. The landscaped setting is the perfect fit for customers to linger and 
spend the day with friends or family enjoying the natural Florida beauty. 
	  
Rhonda says, “The landscaped grounds are as much a part of the ambience of our 
store as the retail part.” 
	  
In addition to the grounds, Rock City’s unique product offerings and displays create an 
exceptional in-store experience for customers. Rhonda says, “We’re constantly 
changing and updating. We get customers in all the time asking what plants we used in 
our displays because they want to duplicate the planting.” 
	  

	     

 


