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GCA’s Key Connections: Member Profile 
Geri Nolan, Co-owner 
Fruit of the Bloom Garden Center, Wauwatosa, WI 
 

Expert Plant Knowledge, Targeted Offerings Draw Loyal Customers to Fruit of the 
Bloom Garden Center 
 

Drawing in the drivers from the busy North Avenue in 
Wauwatosa, WI, Fruit of the Bloom Garden Center is the 
community’s “go-to” source for all its gardening needs and 
plant knowledge. Geri Nolan co-owns the seasonal business 
with Bill Bradshaw, where they sell annuals, perennials, 
unique hanging baskets, herbs, vegetables, soils and 
fertilizers.  

Fruit of the Bloom’s diverse, quality selection of green goods 
keeps its customers returning every year. “We’ve been in 

business since 1988, and I see the same families year after year,” Geri says. “I’ve seen young 
mothers bringing in their young children, and now, those children have grown up, and they’re 
bringing in their young children.”  

The garden center draws customers from the local areas of 
Milwaukee, Elm Grove and Brookfield, then from the farther 
west lake cities of Delafield, Oconomowoc and Pewaukee. 
Shoppers drive from counties all along the lakeshore, too. “I’m 
always surprised at how far our store draws people from,” Geri 
says. 

The friendly, fun and relaxing environment that Geri and Bill 
have created at Fruit of the Bloom has allowed it to blossom as 
an unofficial community meeting place for its customers. “On 

the weekend, our store becomes the ‘go-to’ place for all the local mothers to come in with their 
coffee and catch up with their neighbors,” she says. 

In addition to her loyal fan base, Geri has a loyal staff who keeps coming back to work for her 
and Bill year after year. Two or three members of their staff are certified Master Gardeners, 
including Geri herself, bringing a plethora of plant knowledge to the retail experience offered at 
Fruit of the Bloom. “All of my employees are local people and avid gardeners, so they know 
which plants grow best in our climate and soil to educate our customers,” she says.  
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To ensure the success of their green goods in the Wisconsin environment, Geri and Bill buy their 
plants from more than a dozen different growers located in the same state. “The majority of the 
growers we’ve been working with for 20 plus years,” she says. 

As a first-year Garden Centers of America member, Geri had the privilege of touring other garden 
centers in Wisconsin on the 2015 GCA Summer Tour. “Going on the local Milwaukee tour this 
summer was excellent,” she says. “It’s very hard to get out and see what other nurseries and 
garden centers in my area are doing. To have that three-day time period where you get on the 
tour bus and have a tour guide take you around, it’s wonderful.” 

Geri captured many great ideas she saw on the tour with her iPad to reference later and to show 
her staff. Beyond the ideas to incorporate into her store, Geri had a chance to talk to and learn 
from growers at Ebert’s Greenhouse Village.  

“They shared information on fertilizing their hanging 
baskets, which were fabulous,” she says. “Everybody is so 
willing to share their information, and I learn so much from 
them.” Fruit of the Bloom is known for its unique hanging 
basket combinations - a niche she may further perfect with 
advice from Ebert’s growers.  

Geri declares her appreciation for all the hard work the 
featured destinations put into the tour. 

“I would like to compliment the retailers who are stops on 
these tours and allow us to come in and critique them,” she says. “By the end of June, garden 
centers are somewhat winding down from the busy spring season. But these retailers have to 
keep their store looking fabulous and their plants looking peak so that they can show off their 
best. I’m very impressed with all the work that must go into hosting other garden center owners.” 

Aside from going on the summer tour, Geri lists meeting new people and networking as key 
benefits of being a member in GCA. “Networking has helped me a lot,” she says. “Even though 
I’ve only been on two tours, I remembered a lot of the people I met on the first tour.” 
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Before opening their garden center, Geri and Bill had professions outside of horticulture. Geri 
was a special education teacher, and Bill was an attorney; both graduated from University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. The desire to dive into the fascinating world of plants and to open their own 
garden center developed when they helped their farmer friends sell produce at the local farmer’s 
market in Madison, WI.  

“Bill and I decided to give it a try, and we started out our first 
year partnered with growers in Milwaukee for a total of six 
locations,” Geri says. “But over the years, we closed the 
different locations for various reasons, so now we just have 
the one location in Wauwatosa.” 

For the first couple years, Geri’s mother and father worked for 
her and Bill in the garden center, then her sisters helped out 
around the store. Now, her nieces and nephews work at Fruit 
of the Bloom.  

Geri’s appreciation for plants stemmed from helping her parents tend and maintain the garden 
plot they had at the Waukee Country Gardens when she was a child. “I come from a family of 
seven kids,” she says. “We would drive up to the garden plot in our family’s station wagon with 
five-gallon buckets of water. We would water the garden then pick the produce.” 

 
Offerings Targeted Toward Local Market 

Fruit of the Bloom’s wide selection of green goods not only caters to the growing environment of 
Wisconsin, it satisfies the needs of their customers. For instance, Geri notes that a lot of local 
chefs will shop their selection of herbs and vegetables for the restaurants because they support 
the farm-to-table movement.  

“Many restaurants in this area are going toward buying local 
or growing their own vegetables and herbs in rooftop 
gardens,” she says. 

Over the years, Geri and Bill have invested in more outdoor 
shade cloth to accommodate their customers while they 
shop outside. “It’s a nice comfortable atmosphere, and 
customers tend to stay and shop longer,” she says. “They’re 
more willing to look at other plants than what they came in 
for.” 

With almost three decades in the industry and a keen sense of what the locals are shopping for, 
Fruit of the Bloom establishes itself as the community’s gardening destination that garners a loyal 
fan base of repeat customers year after year.	  

 
 


